Notice of Allowability 



Applicant(s) 

AOSHIMA, KEII 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 

iTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application Is subject to withdrawal from issue at i 
he Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

^ This communication is responsive to the repsonse filed 1/9/2004 . 

2. S The allowed clalm(s) is/are 1-16.19 and 20 . 

3. B The drawings filed on 16 July 2001 ace accepted by the Examiner. 

H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)ElAII b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this national stage application I 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

(a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been reci 
Acl<nowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 a 
In the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 . 



8. □ CORRECTED DF 

1 )□ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed whi 

(c) □ Including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment ( 



Attach ment(s) 

totice of References Cited (PTO-892) 



7n Examiner's Amendment/i 
Tient Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8^ Examiner's Statement of 
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Art Unit: 1752 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 6, 1 9, and 20 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In the response filed 
1/9/2004, applicant canceled claims 17 and 18 and incorporated their subject matter into claims 1 
and 9 respectively. Claims 17 and 18 were only objected to in the previous office action and 
would have been allowable if rewritten in independent form, thus, in light of the amendment, the 
rejections made in the previous office action have been dropped as the claims all depend from 
either claim 1 or claim 9 which now contain allowable subject matter. The examiner has 
performed an updated search of the prior art of record and has considered the references hsted on 
the PTO-1449 submitted along with the after final response, but no new relevant references were 
found. Therefore the present claims 1-16, 19, and 20 are now allowable over the prior art of 
record as the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
prepare a material as described by the instant claims 1 or 9 wherein the infrared laser exposure is 
performed at a plate surface energy of 80 mJ/cm^ or greater. The prior art of record teaches to 
employ a laser having a much lower energy (60-198 \xSlrrv). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amanda C Walke whose telephone number is 571-272-1337. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-R 5:30-4. 
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Art Unit: 1752 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached at 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone numBter is 703,-308-0661 . 
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January 20, 2004 




